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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CANBER 03464 050759Z 
ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-14 EA-I2 ISO-00 OES-07 DLOS-09 EB-08 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 L-03 /064 W 

024368 050907Z/I4 

R 050545Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3188 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENGAGEN 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 3464 

MEXICO/COPENHAGEN/TOKYO FOR REGIONAL EISHERIES ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: lEIS, AS 
SUBJ: U.S. SHRIMP FISHING 

REF: STATE 72824 

EMBASSY WROTE TO E.A. PURNELL- WEBB, FIRST ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, FISHERIES DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY 
INDUSTRY, USING MATERIAL CONTAINED IN REFTEL. PURNELL- 
WEBB HAS JUST REPLIED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

"I REFER TO YOUR LETTER OF 20 APRIL 1978 CONCERNING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF U.S. DEEP WATER PRAWN TRAWLERS OPERATING 
IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS. 

"IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT PERMISSION WOULD BE GRANTED 
FOR FOREIGN TRAWLERS TO OPERATE IN PRAWN FISHERIES IN 
AUSTRALIA. THESE FISHERIES ARE CURRENTLY INTENSIVELY 
EXPLOITED BY AUSTRALIAN FISHERMEN AND INDEED MOST ARE SUBJECT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 CANBER 03464 050759Z 

TO LICENSE LIMITATIONS TO CONSTRAIN FISHING EFFORT AND TO 
PREVENT OVER-CAPITALIZATION IN RESPECT OF BOATS AND GEAR. 

THE WORKING GROUP, ESTABLISHED BY THE AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES 
COUNCIL TO CONSIDER A 200 MILE AUSTRALIAN FISHING ZONE, 

CLASSIFIED PRAWN FISHERIES AMONGST THOSE IN WHICH FOREIGN 
PARTICIPATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED. 

"THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE SOME MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT PRAWN 
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STOCKS IN THE NORTH. THESE ARE GENERALLY LOCATED RELATIVELY 
CLOSE TO SHORE IN WATERS ADJACENT TO NORTH QUEENSLAND, THE 
NORTHERN TERRITORY, NORTH-WEST WESTERN AUSTRALIA AND IN THE 
GULL OE CARPENTARIA. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 200 TRAWLERS 
EXPLOITING THESE RESOURCES AND I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT OR INDUSTRY PERSONNEL WOULD AGREE WITH YOUR 
INEORMANT THAT THERE ARE STOCKS OF LARGE SHRIMP NOT BEING 
EXPLOITED BY ICE BOATS'. A HIGH PROPORTION OP THE PLEET 
CONSISTS OP LARGE SOPHISTICATED TRAWLERS USING DRY 
REFRIGERATION, CAPABLE OF OPERATING LARGE DISTANCES PROM THE 
SHORE." END QUOTE. 

ALSTON 
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